John

Australia lost one ofits
leading experts on the
history of astromomy
with the passing on
2005 hme 27 of John
Lows Perdnx. in Dubai
after a relatively short
battle with cancer.

John Perdrixz was
bom in Adelaide on
1926 Fune 30, and af-
ter completing his
schooling at Xavier
College in Melbourne
attended Melboumme
Technical College
whathe studied chem-
ist Initially he
worked in industry,
but in the early 19705 he joined the Com-
monwealth Scientific and Industrial Be-
search Organisation. Shortly after. the Di-
vision of Minerals and Geochemistry relo-
cated to Perth, and Jolm spent the remain-
der of his working life there.

From his teenage years, John had a pas-
sion for astronomy, and honed this through
the Astronomical Society of Victoria. Along-
time Councillor. he served as President m
1960-1961 and againin 1967-1968. While
Inving in Melbourne he alsowas a member of
the Victona Branch of the Brfish Astrononm-
cal Association, which exdsted from 1951 to
1963, serving as Secretary/Treasurer from
1954yl the group’s demse. After moving
to Perth, John contimeed his role as a cata-
lyst for local astronomy by founding the
Astronomical Society of'the South West. He
also was a co-founder and stalwart of the
trienmial National Aunstralian Comvention of
Amateur Astronomers (NACAA)

At the international level. John was mem-
ber of the BAA (joming m 1953) and a Fel-
low of the EAS. He was also a member of
the IAU and active in Commission 41 (His-
tory of Astronomry), a rare distinction for
an amateur astronomer. Throughout his life,
he was a strong advocate of close amatenr-
professional relations.

John's principal astronomical passion
was the ustory of astronomy, and over the
years he published a succession of research

papers, mainly about
aspects of Australian
| astronomy. These n-
cluded key papers on
Melbourne Observa-
tory’s Great Mel-
boume Telescope, and
on the Australian
branches of the BAA
(see references).
Apart from editmg the
Journal of the Asro-
nomical Society of Ticio-
rig for many vears and
producing  various
NACAA proceedings.
between 1985 and 1997
John issued the dustral-
ian Journal of As-
fronemy through his own publishing house.
Astral Press. From 1998, Astral Press alsopro-
duced the Journal of Asmronomical Hisiory and
Heritage. ymhl this journal was fransferred to
James Cook University in early 2003,
Always the consummate gentleman,
John possessed a sharp intellect and a keen
sense of humour. When cancer was diag-
nosed this did not deter him and he contin-
ued to pursue his astronomical interests.
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With the cancer seemingly in remission in
early 2005 he decided to make a long-an-
ticipated trip to St Petersburg. and was
retuming to Australia when the illness ag-
gressively reappeared. He was taken off
the aeroplane at Dubal. and died peace-
fully in Rashid Hospital three days later.
He was just three days short of his sev-
enty-ninth birthday.

Johnwas wonderful co y and a dear
friend and will be greatly missed by all who
had the pleasure of knowing him Cur con-
dolences go to his six children, Lowise, Joln
Timothy, Fleur. Lisa and Angella.

Wayne Orchiston

Centre for Astronomy, Jome: Cook University,
Townsvie, Queenziand, Austrafia [Wayne, Orchiston
(Ehicw edu.ou]
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Order your books via the
BAA Journal web page!

Don't forpet that you may order books
and other ttems by post by logsing onto
the BAA Jowrmal web page at
www.britaztre.org/journal. An ar-
rangement with n conk means
that the BAA 1= paid a small commrs-
sion for everything (meluding videas
CDs and elechonic equpment) that is
ordersd divertly from Amazon by chick-
mg on 2 link from our site. So whatever
you are thimkmg of boyme, go first o
www.britasire.org/journal and help
the BAA at no cost to yourself!
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